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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the communication received on 09 May 2006. 

2. Claims 30, 39, 48 are cancelled. 

3. Claims 1-29, 31-38, 40-47, and 49-55 are presented for examination. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments and amendments received on 09 May 2006 with respect 
to claims 1,16, 29, 38, 47 have been fully considered but they are not deemed fully 
persuasive. Applicant's arguments are deemed moot in view of the following new 
ground(s) of rejection as explained here below, necessitated by Applicant's substantial 
amendments to the independent claims which significantly affected the scope thereof. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language, 

6. Claims 1-29, 31-38, 40-47, and 49-55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Nihei U.S. Patent # 6,477,548 B1. 

7. As to claim 1 , Nihei substantially teaches the invention as claimed, including a 
communication system (Fig. 1) including: 

a communication network (Fig. 1)\ and 
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a plurality of terminal devices (Fig, 1, clients and servers CTCs) connectable to said 
communication network for transmitting and receiving an information item (Fig. 3A, a 
merchandise record) through said communication network; 

wherein said communication system includes a table (Fig. 3C) which provides at least 
one retrieval condition (Fig. 3C, a desired merchandise code or a retrieve key) and for 
each said retrieval condition at least one corresponding identifier for an image file (Fig. 
3A, image linl< number) to be displayed, so as to enable said terminal devices (clients) 
to detect in said information item said at least one retrieval condition and if the retrieval 
condition is detected to display said information item with said at least one 
corresponding identified image file (Figs. 1, 5, 6, A7 displays information on detailed 
screen; B7 displays content of registered record on registered-record change screen; 
col. 6, line 46 - col. 7, line 63; col. 8, line 51 - col. 9, line 26). 

8. As to claim 2, Nihei teaches wherein each retrieval condition in said table 
comprises a key object (merchandise code). 

9. As to claim 3, Nihei teaches wherein each said key object comprises at least one 
object selected from the group consisting of key words and key marks (merchandise 
names). 

10. As to claim 4, Nihei teaches wherein said table includes designating data which 
designate data (Fig. 3C, change data) for displaying said information item with said at 
least one corresponding identified image file. 
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11. As to claim 5. Nihei teaches wherein said table includes necessary data (Fig. 3C, 
change data) for displaying said information item with said at least one corresponding 
identified image or sound file. 

12. As to claim 6, Nihei teaches wherein said table is editable (Fig. 3C). 

13. As to claim 7, Nihei teaches wherein said table is transferable through said 
communication network (Figs. 1, 3, 5, 6; col. 6, line 46 - col. 7, line 63; col. 8, line 51 - 
col. 9, line 26). 

14. As to claim 8, Nihei teaches wherein said information item comprises an e-mail 
(Figs. 7, 8; C16, D4). 

15. As to claim 9, Nihei teaches wherein said e-mail has at least an attached file 
(Figs. 7, 8; record ofttie record-accessed client computers C14). 

16. As to claim 10, Nihei teaches wherein said table is stored in a memory of said 
terminal device (Fig. 1, 4, storage 12 LDB). 

17. As to claim 1 1 , Nihei teaches, wherein said table is open on a server computer 
on said communication network, so as to enable said terminal device to download said 
table from said server (Figs. 1, 2, 7, 8, storage 2, Fig. 7, C3). 

18. As to claim 12, Nihei teaches wherein each of said terminal devices includes: 
a first function block (Fig. 5, A2; Fig. 6, B2) for performing said retrieval under said 
retrieval condition with reference to said table; and 

a second function block (Fig. 5, AT; Fig. 6, B7) for displaying said information item in 
accordance with said at least one corresponding identified image file. 
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19. As to claim 13, Nihei teaches wherein each of said terminal devices further 
includes: 

a third function block (Fig. 5, A3, A4; Fig 6, S3, B4) for transmitting and receiving said 
table through said communication network. 

20. As to claim 14, Nihei teaches wherein each of said terminal devices includes: 
a processing unit (Fig. 4, CPU and 

a memory accessible by said processing unit, and said memory storing a computer 
program (Fig. 4, storage 12) comprising the steps of 

means for performing said retrieval under said at least one retrieval condition with 
reference to said table (Fig. 5, A2; Fig. 6, B2)\ and 

means for displaying said information item in accordance with said at least one 
corresponding identified image file (Fig. 5, A7; Fig. 6, B7). 

21 . As to claim 15, Nihei teaches transmitting and receiving said table through said 
communication network (Fig. 5, A3, A4; Fig 6, 83, 84). 

22. Claim 16 corresponds to the apparatus claim of claim 1 ; therefore, it is rejected 
under the same rationale as in claim 1 . 

23. Claims 1 7-24 have similar limitations of claims 2-9; therefore, they are rejected 
under the same rationale as in claims 2-9. 

24. Claims 25-28 have similar limitations of claims 12-15; therefore, they are rejected 
under the same rationale as in claims 12-15. 

25. Claim 29 corresponds to the apparatus claim of claim 1 ; therefore, it is rejected 
under the same rationale as in claim 1 . 
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26. Claims 31-37 have similar limitations of claims 2, 4-9; therefore, they are rejected 
under the same rationale as in claims 2, 4-9. 

27. Claim 38 corresponds to the method claim of claim 1 ; therefore, it is rejected 
under the same rationale as in claim 1. 

28. Claims 40-46 have similar limitations of claims 2-6, 8-9; therefore, they are 
rejected under the same rationale as in claims 2-6, 8-9. 

29. Claim 47 corresponds to the computer readable medium claim of claim 1 ; 
therefore, it is rejected under the same rationale as in claim 1 . 

30. Claims 49-55 have similar limitations of claims 2-6, 8-9; therefore, they are 
rejected under the same rationale as in claims 2-6, 8-9. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

31 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) 

that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

32. Claims 1-7, 10-22, 25-29, 31-35, 38, 40-44, 47 and 49-53 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Takayama U.S. Patent # 6,477,528 B1. 

33. As to claim 1 , Takayama substantially teaches the invention as claimed. 



including a communication system (Fig. 1) including: 
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a communication network (Fig, 1)\ and 

a plurality of terminal devices (Fig. 1, computer 1 connectable to said communication 
network for transmitting and receiving an information item (Figs. 6,8,12, Cabinet/Folder) 
through said communication network; 

wherein said communication system includes a table (Fig. 5) which provides at least 
one retrieval condition (Fig. 5A, keyword A, B, S, T; Fig. 58, l<eywords D, E, F, G; Fig. 
5C, l<eywords H, /, J, K) and for each said retrieval condition at least one corresponding 
identifier for an image file (Fig. 6, page 1 in display area 202; Fig. 8, page 9; Fig. 12, 
XYZ.TXTfile in folder BBB) to be displayed, so as to enable said terminal devices to 
detect in said information item said at least one retrieval condition and if the retrieval 
condition is detected to display said information item with said at least one 
corresponding identified image file (Figs. 7, 8, 12, col. 8, lines 26-41, lines 45-60; lines 
col. 10, lines 10-18; col. 11, lines 47-54). 

34. As to claim 2, Takayama teaches wherein each retrieval condition in said table 
comprises a key object (keyword). 

35. As to claim 3, Takayama teaches wherein each said key object comprises at 
least one object selected from the group consisting of key words and key marks 
(keywords). 

36. As to claim 4, Takayama teaches wherein said table includes designating data 
which designate data (Fig. 5) for displaying said information item with said at least one 
corresponding identified image file. 
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37. As to claim 5, Takayama teaches wherein said table includes necessary data 
(Fig. 5) for displaying said information item with said at least one corresponding 
identified image. 

38. As to claim 6, Takayama teaches wherein said table is editable (Fig. 5). 

39. As to claim 7, Takayama teaches wherein said table is transferable through said 
communication network (Fig. 1). 

40. As to claim 10. Takayama-Nlhei discloses wherein said information item 
comprises an e-mail (Niliei, Figs. 7, 8; C16, D4). 

41 . As to claim 1 1 , Takayama-Nihei discloses, wherein said table is open on a server 
computer on said communication network, so as to enable said terminal device to 
download said table from said server (Niliei, Figs. 1, 2, 7, 8, storage 2, Fig. 7, C3). 

42. As to claim 12, Takayama-Nihei discloses wherein each of said terminal devices 
includes: 

a first function block (Nihei, Fig. 5, A2; Fig. 6, B2) for performing said retrieval under 
said retrieval condition with reference to said table; and 

a second function block (Nihei, Fig. 5, A7; Fig. 6, B7) for displaying said information 
item in accordance with said at least one corresponding identified image file. 

43. As to claim 13, Takayama-Nihei discloses wherein each of said terminal devices 
further includes: 

a third function block (Nihei, Fig. 5, A3, A4; Fig 6, B3, 84) for transmitting and receiving 
said table through said communication network. 
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44. As to claim 14, Takayama-Nihei discloses wherein each of said terminal devices 
includes: 

a processing unit (Nihei, Fig. 4, CPU 11)] and 

a memory accessible by said processing unit, and said memory storing a computer 

program (Nihei, Fig. 4, storage 12) comprising the steps of 

means for performing said retrieval under said at least one retrieval condition with 

reference to said table (Nihei, Fig. 5, A2; Fig. 6, B2)\ and 

means for displaying said information item in accordance with said at least one 

corresponding identified image file (Nihei, Fig. 5, A7; Fig. 6, B7). 

45. As to claim 15, Takayama-Nihei discloses transmitting and receiving said table 
through said communication network (Nihei, Fig. 5, A3, A4; Fig 6, S3, B4). 

46. Claim 16 corresponds to the apparatus claim of claim 1 ; therefore, it is rejected 
under the same rationale as in claim 1. 

47. Claims 17-24 have similar limitations of claims 2-9; therefore, they are rejected 
under the same rationale as in claims 2-9. 

48. Claims 25-28 have similar limitations of claims 12-15; therefore, they are rejected 
under the same rationale as in claims 12-15. 

49. Claim 29 corresponds to the apparatus claim of claim 1 ; therefore, it is rejected 
under the same rationale as in claim 1. 

50. Claims 31-37 have similar limitations of claims 2. 4-9; therefore, they are rejected 
under the same rationale as in claims 2, 4-9. 
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51 . Claim 38 corresponds to the method claim of claim 1 ; therefore, it is rejected 
under the same rationale as in claim 1. 

52. Claims 40-46 have similar limitations of claims 2-6, 8-9; therefore, they are 
rejected under the same rationale as in claims 2-6, 8-9. 

53. Claim 47 corresponds to the computer readable medium claim of claim 1 ; 
therefore, it is rejected under the same rationale as in claim 1 . 

54. Claims 49-55 have similar limitations of claims 2-6, 8-9; therefore, they are 
rejected under the same rationale as in claims 2-6, 8- 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

55. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject nnatter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

56. Claims 8, 9, 23, 24, 36, 37, 45, 46. 54, 55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Takayama as applied to claims 1-7 above, and further in view 
of Nihei U.S. Patent # 6,477,548 B1. 

57. As to claim 8, Takayama does not explicitly disclose wherein said information 
item comprises an e-mail. 

In the same field of endeavor, Nihei disclose transmitting the merchandise change 
message to all of the record-accessed client computers via an electronic mail (Nihei, 
Fig, 7, step C16), 
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Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the networking art at 
the time the invention was made to have incorporated Nihei's teachings of transmitting 
information via the email (Nihei, Abstract, Fig. 7, C16) with the teachings of Takayama, 
for the purpose of delivery of merchandise information (Nihei, Fig, 7). 

58. As to claim 9, Takayama-Nihei discloses wherein said e-mail has at least an 
attached file (Nihei, Figs. 7, 8; record oftiie record-accessed client computers C14). 

59. As to claim 10, Takayama-Nihei discloses wherein said information item 
comprises an e-mail (Nihei, Fig. 7, C16, Fig. 8, D4). 

60. As to claim 1 1 , Takayama-Nihei discloses, wherein said table is open on a server 
computer on said communication network, so as to enable said terminal device to 
download said table from said server (Nihei, Figs. 1, 2, 7, 8, storage 2, Fig. 7, C3). 

61 . As to claim 12, Takayama-Nihei discloses wherein each of said terminal devices 
includes: 

a first function block (Nihei, Fig. 5, A2; Fig. 6, B2) for performing said retrieval under 
said retrieval condition with reference to said table; and 

a second function block (Nihei, Fig. 5, A7; Fig. 6, B7) for displaying said information 
item in accordance with said at least one corresponding identified image file. 

62. As to claim 13, Takayama-Nihei discloses wherein each of said terminal devices 
further includes: 

a third function block (Nihei, Fig. 5, A3, A4; Fig 6, B3, 84) for transmitting and receiving 
said table through said communication network. 
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63. As to claim 14, Takayama-Nihei discloses wherein each of said terminal devices 
includes: 

a processing unit (Nihei, Fig, 4, CPU 11)] and 

a memory accessible by said processing unit, and said memory storing a computer 

program (Nihei, Fig. 4, storage 12) comprising the steps of 

means for performing said retrieval under said at least one retrieval condition with 

reference to said table (Nihei, Fig. 5, A2; Fig. 6, B2)] and 

means for displaying said information item in accordance with said at least one 

corresponding identified image file (Niliei, Fig. 5, A7; Fig. 6, B7). 

64. As to claim 15, Takayama-Nihei discloses transmitting and receiving said table 
through said communication network (Nihei, Fig. 5, A3, A4; Fig 6, B3, 84). 

65. Claim 16 corresponds to the apparatus claim of claim 1 ; therefore, it is rejected 
under the same rationale as in claim 1. 

66. Claims 17-24 have similar limitations of claims 2-9; therefore, they are rejected 
under the same rationale as in claims 2-9. 

67. Claims 25-28 have similar limitations of claims 12-15; therefore, they are rejected 
under the same rationale as in claims 12-15, 

68. Claim 29 corresponds to the apparatus claim of claim 1 ; therefore, it is rejected 
under the same rationale as in claim 1 

69. Claims 31-37 have similar limitations of claims 2, 4-9; therefore, they are rejected 
under the same rationale as in claims 2, 4-9. 
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70. Claim 38 corresponds to the method claim of claim 1 ; therefore, it is rejected 
under the same rationale as in claim 1. 

71 . Claims 40-46 have similar limitations of claims 2-6. 8-9; therefore, they are 
rejected under the same rationale as in claims 2-6, 8-9. 

72. Claim 47 corresponds to the computer readable medium claim of claim 1 ; 
therefore, it is rejected under the same rationale as in claim 1 . 

73. Claims 49-55 have similar limitations of claims 2-6, 8-9; therefore, they are 
rejected under the same rationale as in claims 2-6, 8- 

74. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

75. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

76. Claims 1-29. 31-38, 40-47, and 49-55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Haneda U.S. Patent # 6,856,414 B1. 

77. As to claim 1, Haneda substantially teaches the invention as claimed, including a 
communication system (Fig. 1) including: 

a communication network (Fig, 1)\ and 
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a plurality of terminal devices (Fig, 1, clients 1) connectable to said communication 
network for transmitting and receiving an information item (Fig. 21, search page) 
through said communication network; 

wherein said communication system includes a table (Fig. 6) which provides at least 
one retrieval condition (Fig. 6, keyword 1, for example) and for each said retrieval 
condition at least one corresponding identifier for an image file (Fig. 6, imageinfol, for 
example) to be displayed (Fig. 23-25), so as to enable said terminal devices (clients) to 
detect (to search) in said information item said at least one retrieval condition and if the 
retrieval condition is detected to display said information item with said at least one 
corresponding identified image file (Figs. 24-26, identified image file A41). 

78. As to claim 2, Haneda teaches wherein each retrieval condition in said table 
comprises a key object (keywords). 

79. As to claim 3, Haneda teaches wherein each said key object comprises at least 
one object selected from the group consisting of key words and key marks (Figs. 24-26, 
keywords, key marks A35- A37). 

80. As to claim 4, Haneda teaches wherein said table includes designating data 
which designate data (Fig. 23, A35, A36) for displaying said information item with said 
at least one corresponding identified image file (Figs. 24-26, identified image file A41). 

81 . As to claim 5, Haneda teaches wherein said table includes necessary data (Fig. 
23-26, info1, info2, ...) for displaying said information item with said at least one 
corresponding identified image or sound file. 

82. As to claim 6, Haneda teaches wherein said table is editable (Fig. 23-28). 
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83. As to claim 7, Haneda teaches wherein said table is transferable through said 
communication network (Fig. 2). 

84. As to claim 8, Haneda teaches wherein said information item comprises an e- 
mail (a message). 

85. As to claim 9, Haneda teaches wherein said e-mail has at least an attached file 
(Figs. 23-26; an attached file A44). 

86. As to claim 10, Haneda teaches wherein said table is stored in a memory of said 
terminal device (Fig. 2, storage 4). 

87. As to claim 1 1 , Haneda teaches, wherein said table is open on a server computer 
on said communication network, so as to enable said terminal device to download said 
table from said server (Fig. 14, box 54). 

88. As to claim 12, Haneda teaches wherein each of said terminal devices includes: 
a first function block (Fig. 22) for performing said retrieval under said retrieval condition 
with reference to said table; and 

a second function block (Fig. 23) for displaying said information item in accordance with 
said at least one corresponding identified image file (Fig. 22;A35, A36). 

89. As to claim 13, Haneda teaches wherein each of said terminal devices further 
includes: a third function block (Fig. 2) for transmitting and receiving said table through 
said communication network. 

90. As to claim 14, Haneda teaches wherein each of said terminal devices includes: 
a processing unit (Fig. 2, box 5)\ and 
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a memory accessible by said processing unit, and said memory storing a computer 
program (Fig. 2, storage 4) comprising the steps of 

means for performing said retrieval under said at least one retrieval condition with 
reference to said table (Fig. 2, html engine 3)\ and 

means for displaying said information item in accordance with said at least one 
corresponding identified image file (Fig. 2, display 2). 

91 . As to claim 15, Haneda teaches transmitting and receiving said table through 
said communication network (Fig. 2). 

92. Claim 16 corresponds to the apparatus claim of claim 1 ; therefore, it is rejected 
under the same rationale as in claim 1 . 

93. Claims 17-24 have similar limitations of claims 2-9; therefore, they are rejected 
under the same rationale as in claims 2-9. 

94. Claims 25-28 have similar limitations of claims 12-15; therefore, they are rejected 
under the same rationale as in claims 12-15. 

95. Claim 29 corresponds to the apparatus claim of claim 1 ; therefore, it is rejected 
under the same rationale as in claim 1 . 

96. Claims 31-37 have similar limitations of claims 2, 4-9; therefore, they are rejected 
under the same rationale as in claims 2, 4-9. 

97. Claim 38 corresponds to the method claim of claim 1 ; therefore, it is rejected 
under the same rationale as in claim 1 . 

98. Claims 40-46 have similar limitations of claims 2-6, 8-9; therefore, they are 
rejected under the same rationale as in claims 2-6, 8-9. 
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99. Claim 47 corresponds to the computer readable medium claim of claim 1 ; 
therefore, it is rejected under the same rationale as in claim 1 . 

100. Claims 49-55 have similar limitations of claims 2-6, 8-9; therefore, they are 
rejected under the same rationale as in claims 2-6, 8-9. 



Conclusion 



101. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hai V. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3901. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:00-3:30 Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on 571-272-3868. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Hai V. Nguyen 
Examiner 
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